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Against hate - What more can be done to combat anti-Asian hate crimes in Washington
State

Yesterday, I was horrified to hear the news of the chilling murders of 8 spa workers in Atlanta -
many of whom were of Asian descent. It is sad to see - especially during Women’s History
Month - laboring, working class women of color lose their lives to such brutal violence.

Unfortunately, 1 in 3 women globally experience violence and we must recognize our nation,
regardless of its prosperity, does not yet meet the promise of safety and pursuit of happiness for
so many women.

Guided by my faith and the traditions of those who have come before me, I believe when we
see an injustice we should strive to correct it; and if we cannot correct it, then we are obliged to
speak out about it.

We need more allies to stand with our Asian and Asian American neighbors across the myriad
of cultures and speak out against hate during this unprecedented time.

There is an alarming trend of hate crimes against Asian families and Asian Americans in our
communities and our state in particular.

In late January, a West Seattle man was reported yelling at an Asian woman “Go back to your
country.” while pointing a realistic-looking airsoft gun at her.

The following month, a woman in Renton reportedly hurled a snowball at a young Asian man
along with a slew of racial slurs.

In 2020, Seattle police received reports of 14 anti-Asian hate crimes, up from nine in 2019 and
six in 2018.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/03/16/atlanta-spa-shootings/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/anti-asian-hate-crimes-continue-seattle-across-us/CQGSF5XEFNHQTMHUTDRFTPEH7M/
https://www.rentonreporter.com/news/renton-officials-police-respond-to-racist-snowball-incident/
https://mynorthwest.com/2666146/seattle-police-anti-asian-hate-crimes/


On the national level, the coalition “Stop AAPI Hate” shared in a press statement that between
March 19, 2020 (when Stop AAPI Hate began collecting reports) and December 31, 2020, the
organization received over 2,808 firsthand accounts of anti-Asian hate from 47 states and the
District of Columbia. Washington State made up 4.1% of these reports, and is listed as one of
their top states for these reported incidents.

Many Asian American advocates agree much of this hatred is fueled by the rhetoric and blame
our former President Trump wrongfully placed on our Asian American community members for
the spread of the COVID-19.

No community member should have to live in fear or be anxious about leaving their home,
especially when so many of us are already isolated.

We need our local leaders and politicians to be more involved in their support to the Asian
community. This means working to fight against misinformation and ensuring COVID-19
materials are more accessible to community members.

As a candidate for King County Council, some of my policy recommendations include working to
create a robust civil rights staff at the County. Civil rights are human rights. We cannot move
forward and heal together without a deep investment in civil rights and commitment to stopping
hate in our communities.

I also recommend a hate crimes division be established at King County to tackle growing
incidents of hate in our community. We must live our values. We cannot proclaim racism is a
public health crisis, without investing in anti-hate and anti-racist intiatives.

We need to stay vigilant and care for each other during these trying times. I believe our
collective struggles are connected and so is our liberation. Our campaign stands firmly with our
Asian neighbors and invites more community members to call out acts of violence against our
neighbors near and far as well as ask their local electeds to expand their diversity and equity
staffing capacity to prioritize anti-hate and anti-racism in all community and governance spaces.

For those that have been victims of a hate crime, The Washington State Commission on Asian
Pacific American Affairs has resources for reporting hate incidents :
https://capaa.wa.gov/resources/report-hate-discrimination/.

I encourage bystanders to also visit https://capaa.wa.gov/bystander-resources/

To my Asian friends and family, I see you. I stand with you.

Solidarity today. Solidarity always,

https://secureservercdn.net/104.238.69.231/a1w.90d.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Press-Statement-re_-Bay-Area-Elderly-Incidents-2.9.2021-1.pdf
https://capaa.wa.gov/resources/report-hate-discrimination/
https://capaa.wa.gov/bystander-resources/
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